Molecular basis of treatment in motor neurone disease.
The pathways leading to motorneuron degeneration in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) are complex. Excitotoxicity, oxidative damage and, maybe, abnormal aggregation of neurofilaments are key events on which therapeutical strategies can be designed. This paper reviews current knowledge on these strategies. Even though we should be aware that appropriate management of disease symptoms remains the most effective therapeutical intervention, understanding the pathophysiology of ALS is essential for developing new therapies.